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TH E E’C H O From you Sounded out the word of the Lord ...
In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad ... IThes. 1:8
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SAY NOT YE  ● ● ●   Jn. 4:35-36
Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? 

Behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.

The Lord’s disciples thought there was still plenty of time relatively – four solid months before harvest. They were wrong! The Lord impressed on them to look around and on the fields and they would have noticed that the fields were already white to harvest. 

[By the way, we did not make any mistake. This is not the previous issue of The ECHOS. This is a new one.]

When the 2004 tsunami hit the shores of south Asia and parts of Africa, thousands of lives were lost as the many-meter-high waves, after hurling themselves forward to engulf whatever was in front of them, rolled back to their original position pulling everyone and everything along their paths submerging them. Thousands of lives were buried in an avalanche of water, debris and moving mud. It drew world-wide attention and horror at the tumultuous calamity never experienced in the past decades. By the mercy of God, many survived and today these horrified survivors are still putting their lives together.

Say not ye that this will not happen again, well, at least not in that magnitude! 

For those who say that, they are wrong!

October this year began with a Bang – an earthquake explosion underwater that pushed the land masses apart and threw up tons of water into the air far beyond its normal boundaries. The waters curled into a giant wave backwards and hurled with mighty force the main body of its waters forward to just collapse “boneless” on land to submerge great areas of land beyond boundaries the waters never reached before. Samoa and American Samoa in the Pacific fell victims to this scaled-down version of the 2004 tsunami. Scaled-down, yes, with respect to the number of lives lost (still in their hundreds) as this October 1 giant 8.0 magnitude earthquake (the worst in 90 years) churned up waves between three and 7.5 metres high to pound these scenic Pacific Isles scattering debris on its sun-kissed shores so much enjoyed by tourists all over.  Say not ye that this could never happen to such peaceful and beautiful island resorts. Yet just a day or two later nearby Tonga island became victim to a 6.3-magnitude quake in a series that rattled more nearby islands which spawned more minor tsunamis.

Nearby in South-east Asia more underground earthquakes were accompanied by thunderstorms that developed into typhoons, given names such as Ketsana and Parma. Along their paths lay the Philippines, Indonesia, Vietnam, Laos and Taiwan. The land was devastated, flood waters rose to heights never experienced before in decades, high and low buildings collapsed like matchbox craftworks, cities and villages buried, people were swept along with the flood waters like nine-pins in a bowling alley, with one hit and others followed suit as they in turn were swigged, swirled, and guzzled down by the rushing waters. 

By the time, this issue of The ECHOS reaches you, more details of the above disasters and their devastations would have been revealed. News of rotting dead bodies would have been uncovered; mass burials would be the order of the day; homeless surviving adults and children (many of whom orphans) would be their plight and would pose problems to the others to rehabilitate them.  Property loss would run into trillions, no matter what currency you use. The news would be gloomier and more gruesome than first encountered.

Say not ye…

That they are no concern of yours. You praise the Lord that His servants and the believers connected with GIM in Indonesia, and GOWW in Cmb, K, Vietnam, N China, and those with other mission organisations, etc. (for whom you have been praying) are all safe and, like you, were distant from the scene of havoc and chaos among the loss of thousands of human lives. Therefore, you praise God for His wonderful protection of His people. Good for you.

But what about the thousands who lost their lives? They lost all opportunities to listen to the Gospel of Christ to give them eternal life. For them it was a lost opportunity resulting in eternal calamity. 

Are you not concerned?

What about the thousands injured and are now being treated?  You praise God that they now have a second chance? And those who survive? They too will have a second or third chance?

For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on Him in Whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in Him of Whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent?  Rom. 10:13-15
Say not ye that as long as God’s servants are safe, and His people are safe, and you are safe, there is all that is to it. Because you are wrong. They now pose a great challenge to be reached urgently.

October also marks very important dates for Missions.

Firstly, October 16 1997 marked our first Mission Night and the issue of our first Mission Newsletter which was later named The ECHOS. This issue you are receiving is now 12 years old. We thank our prayer-partners who have contributed prayer items faithfully and those who have prayed for them regularly all these years as well as those who have contributed towards the publication of The ECHOS and the postage required to post it out to some of you. The Lord has not failed us and has been helping us all the way (Ebenezer!) and we believe He will see to it never to fail us (Jehovah-jireh!) in the future.
Secondly, October 2009 is significant because we shall see two sisters commended by their assemblies to mission work abroad. EL (from S A G Hall) will go to K (see Profile.5) and Brenda Lim (from Cheras G Centre and B G G Hall) will go to Cmb. under GOWW (Profile 4).

Thirdly, October will also see the launching of Project Paul. Please read about it in Profile 6, p15. Tan Sok Nging from Temerloh Gospel Chapel will be the supervisor of the mission station and it is hoped that many from the assemblies will go there to have a “taste” of mission ministry. How many will go?

Are you going to be involved in Missions?  Let this October be a month for you to remember your commitment to missions. One sad feature stands out among the many sisters who have answered the challenge and call of the Lord of the Harvest in the past – where are the brothers? 

Say not ye that there are yet four months…?

It is really frightening to read, hear and see pictures of the devastating acts of nature (God "roaring" out from heaven?) after years of patience tolerating man's rebellion and destruction of His people and His creation. The Lord is indeed is marching on, and the Lord's army have to march on as conflicts and attacks on them increase. Today is an ominous day of yet another more tragic day to come as we see famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places [because] all these are [just the beginning of] the beginning of sorrows. May the Lord be merciful as He prepares for His Son's soon coming.
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